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the clause which precluded the widow and children
from succeeding to the encomienda of the deceased.
Armendariz wisely suspended the execution of the
New Laws until the result of the mission was
known.

Meanwhile, expeditions were undertaken and
new cities were founded.   Pedro de Ursua was eager
to undertake an enterprise which would lead to
new discoveries.   He was a young knight who
united  an  excellent  education  with  amiability,
sweetness   of  temper,   and  proved   valour.   He
assembled a force of 140 men at Tunja, with Ortun
Velasco, an experienced soldier, as his lieutenant,
and in 1548 he set out, through the country of the
Laches, to explore the Cordilleras to the north-east.
His expedition met with some success, and he
founded a new city, named Pampluna, after his
native place, a designation which it has retained
to the present day.   Ursua was afterwards engaged,
under the Viceroy of Peru, to lead an expedition
down the great River of Amazons.   The terrible
story of his murder, and of the mutiny of the
monster, Aguirre, was told in detail by the Friar
Pedro Simon in his 'Noticias Historiales/1 but it

1 Translated and edited for the Hakluyt Society in the volume
entitled The Search for El Dorado.
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